
We wanted to remind you to mark your calendars as school will be in session on April 1st instead
of the previously scheduled professional development day in order to meet the state attendance
requirements. This adjustment was made in response to the Chiefs Super Bowl Parade Day. We
understand that this change may impact your plans, and we apologize for any inconvenience it may
cause. If your child will not be present on this day, please use our typical absence reporting
protocols to report the absence.

From the Desk of Ryan Colburn

Sometimes it is not what is said, but what is not said. Sometimes it is not what is said, but how it
is said. Middle schoolers are growing and changing so much. They are impacted by everything
around them: their homes, their friends, school, what they see on their phones, what their friends
see on their phones, and the list goes on and on. They try on different personas, like clothes, to
see what fits and what they like. As adults, it can be difficult sometimes to let our kids go through
“phases” as they learn who they are and what works to make them who they are. Nevertheless,
kids do pay attention to the feedback they receive, both verbal and nonverbal.

Recently, a quote was shared with me that struck a chord. While I may not remember it completely,
it was something like this: “When you talk you repeat what you already know, when you listen you
might learn something new.” What a good reminder for all of us that it is important to listen to
understand. At school, I really try to listen to our students when I am visiting with them. Often it is
what they are telling me that gives me insights into what they are thinking and sometimes it is
what they don’t say about what they are talking about that really helps me understand where they
are coming from. Either way, I really try to listen to them and take in what they are saying, or
thinking, as well as their perceptions of the things they are experiencing.

As parents, this is so important. When you are driving your kids places, you are really focused on
driving, which is good, but take that time to listen to what they are saying in the conversation you



may be having together. It is interesting that when they are looking forward and not directly at you,
they may be more open to share things. While I do think face-to-face conversations are important,
removing that edge of looking each other in the eye often makes our kids more free to open up
and share what is going on in their lives.

We just really need to listen to our kids first to understand. We need to give our kids some grace
and space but hold them accountable for when they misstep, or, even better, ask them further
clarifying questions to see if we gain deeper understanding into their thought process. These
things help our kids grow and become young adults and our conversations with them help them
learn and make good decisions.

Sincerely,

Ryan Colburn

ORDER GEAR NOW! Shop closes on 3/27
https://bsnteamsports.com/shop/kPnAVJY6NE
Access Code: kPnAVJY6NE

Congrats to Mrs. Norton on winning our Born to Soar award at LMS! Mrs. Norton has brought the
book fair back to LMS this week! She is always hosting classes in her space and connecting with
so many students. Thank you for all you do Mrs. Norton!

https://bsnteamsports.com/shop/kPnAVJY6NE


We Need Your Nominations!!! Quick, 3 minute survey. Born to Soar!
As we move into the fourth quarter of the school year, Mr. Richards and Mr. Colburn would like to
begin a new award to recognize the amazing teachers and staff at Leawood Middle School. Our
teachers and staff do so much to support, teach, and care for our students every day and this is a
great way for them to be recognized. Please take a moment to fill out the attached survey form.
Each week, Mr. Richards and Mr. Colburn will identify one nomination and recognize that staff
member in front of kids. They will receive the traveling picture they will keep in their classroom for
the week signifying they are the “Born to Soar.”

You may nominate as many individuals as you wish! We will be sending the same link throughout
the quarter in Eagle News.

Sincerely,
Ryan Colburn and Michael Richards

Click the link to nominate a staff member!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13UkQt6C5BA0FIkTuV50B7-4V4Vq-EI-5VB2IPLrzABM/edit

State Testing Dates: ONE CHANGE! See bold text below.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13UkQt6C5BA0FIkTuV50B7-4V4Vq-EI-5VB2IPLrzABM/edit


Leawood Middle School will conduct state testing on the dates below. Please be sure your student
does their best to attend school during these days. We know doctor appointments are hard to
reschedule/schedule in general. However, we appreciate families doing their best to get students
to school on these days. Lastly, a good breakfast goes a long way in regards to brain power.

Science: 3/26 and 3/27 (8th Grade Only)
ELA: 4/2 and 4/3 (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade)
Math: 4/10 and 4/11 (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade)

Interested in trying out for the 24-25 BVN Cheer Team? Please fill out the following Google Form to
gain information about the 24-25 Cheer Season and upcoming tryouts on Friday, April 26th! BVN
Cheer Tryout Interest Form Questions – Reach out to Coach Shoemaker at
pashoemaker@bluevalleyk12.org.

https://forms.gle/FjGafZC2akv6PsLK6
mailto:pashoemaker@bluevalleyk12.org
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